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A MIC N DMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This 1 isting ofclaims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing access to data files stored in a data 
repository comprising 11 to steps of: 

receiving a request for a data file from a requester 6mdH^iest~^wi^yi«g-at lea&t 

determining if said requester is authorized to access said requested dala file; 

displaying at le ast one available d at a format selected from a list of store d data 
f ormats, said at leas t one availabl? da ta format selecta bl e by said request er; 

translating the requested data file from a stored data format into a requester-se l ected 
<lM*LfQ.rJl^ 

VQqiiester r i^k^s4eFed-form at differs fr om sai d r e quostod f ormat; and 

making said translated data file accessible to said requester if it is determined that 
said requester is authorized. 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said data files include graphical 
information. 

3. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said re quester-selected 
reqi*e$ied-data format represents a version of the data file that is compatible with a 
particular software application environment for using the requested data file. 

4. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein the repository resides behind a secure 
firewall, and further includiug the steps of: 

providing a incla data directory outside of said firewall; said mcta data directoiy 
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indicating the contents of the repository. 

5. (original) A method according to claim 4 further including the step of: 

providing periodic updates of said mcta data directory, said updates reflecting changes to 
data in the data repository. 

6. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said determining step further 
including (he steps of: 

providing an access control clement including data indicating whether a requester is 
to be permitted to access said requested data file. 

7. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said repository resides behind a secure 
firewall and wherein said translated data file is retained at a response repository outside of 
said firewall in response to said request, 

8. (original) A method according to claim 7 wherein said data file is retained at said 
response repository for a predetermined time period. 

9. (original) A method according to claim 8 wherein said data file is accessible from said 
response repository by any authorized requester, 

10. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said repository resides behind a 
secure firewall the method further comprising the steps of: 

providing an access control system outside of said firewall for receiving saul 
request for said data file; 

determining via said access control system if the requested data file is stored in the 
repository; and 

passing said request to said repository if said requester is authorized and said 
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requested data Hie is stored in said repository, 

11- (original) A method according to claim 10 wherein said translated data file is retained 
at a response repository outside of said firewall in response to said request, 

12. (original) A method according to claim 1 1 wherein said translated data file is retained 
at said response repository for a predetermined time period, 

13. (original) A method according to claim 12 wherein said translated data file is 
accessible from said response repository by any authorized requester. 

14. (original) A method according to claim 13 wherein said translating step is undertaken 
at said response repository. 

1 5. (currently amended) A method according to claim 14 wherein said translated data file 
retained at said response repository may bets Further translated into an alternative dat a 
fo rmat .selec tabl e from at least one available data, format in said list of stored data formats, 
s aid altern ative data format s e lected by an aut h orized requestcr base d upon reqn ests-fi*»m 
^d-aathorized-Kfcfwsters. 

1 6. (currently amended) A method according to claim 10 further including the steps of: 

receiving said request at a staging database within said firewall; 

determining based on said received request which of said stored data formats is to 
be xiscd to perform said translating into said requested datafi le format; and 

using the results of said determination to retrieve the data file having the 
determined format front said repository, 

17. (original) A method according to claim 16 further comprising the step of: 
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providing said translated data file from said repository to said staging database. 

18, (original) A method according to claim 17 wherein said access control system includes 
a response repository and wherein said translated data file is transferred from said staging 
database to said response repository and retained at the response repository in response to 
said request. 

19, (original) A method according to claim 18 wherein said translated data file is retained 
at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 

20. (original) A method according to claim 19 wherein said translated data file is 
accessible from said response repository by any authorized requester. 

21 . (original) A method according to claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

providing the requester with the status of the fulfillment of the request for the data 

file. 

22. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 further comprising the stcp[s] of: 

providrng-an-ind icat4on-e>£s-tef ed -fonu ats for the r eque st e d data file ;- an d 
storing a requester's format preferences for the requested data file. 

23, (currently amended) A program storage device readable by a digital processing 
apparatus and tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the digital 
processing apparatus to perform method steps for providing access to data files stored in a 
data repository, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for a data file from a roquestevsaid-reque Qt specify ing at-tea$t 
one dala-fennat; 

determining if said requester is authorised to access said requested data file; 
YOR920000502US1 5 



PAGE 7/17* RCVD AT 4(5/2004 2:48:33 PN1 [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/9 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:8602860115 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-56 



I.U-0018 
09/730,224 



APR-05-2004 HON 01:54 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 08 



displ aying at leas t o ne available d at a format selected from a list of stored data 
JbrnialSa s aid al least on e available data f o rmat selectable by said requeste r; 

translating the requested data file from a stored data format into a requester-se lected 
d ata fbrmat said requosted-dfrta-forniat-Fe oponsivo to s aid recoiving o f said requos tfro*Vfrak4 
requesteft4F said- -stefeAfcffmat -d tf r e re'from -said r e quested f ormat; and 

making said translated data file accessible to said requester if it is determined that 
said requester is authorized. 

24. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said data files 
include graphical information. 

25. (currently amended) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said 
rep u cs t c r-sc 1 oc 1 cd v equ estedrri a la format represents a version of the data file that is 
compatible with a particular software application environment for using the requested data 
file. 

26. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein the repository 
resides behind a secure firewall, and further including the steps of: 

providing a nieta data directory outside of said firewall; said meta data directory 
indicating the contents of (he repository. 

27. (original) A program storage device according to claim 26 further including the step of: 

providing periodic updates of said meta data directory, said updates reflecting 
changes to data in the data repository. 

28. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said determining 
step further including the steps of: 

providing an access control element including data indicating whether a requester is 
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to be permitted lo access said requested data file. 

29. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said repository 
resides behind a secure firewall and wherein said translated data file is retained at a 
response repository outside of said firewall in response to said request, 

30. (original) A program storage device according to claim 29 wherein said data file is 
retained at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 

31 . (original) A program storage device according to claim 30 wherein said data file is 
accessible from said response repository by any authorized requester, 

32. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said repository 
resides behind a secure firewall the method further comprising the steps of: 

providing an access control system outside of said firewall for receiving said 
request for said data file; 

determining via said access control system if the requested data file is stored in the 
repository; and 

passing said request to said repository if said requester is authorized and said 
requested data file is stored in said repository. 

33. (original) A program storage device according to claim 32 wherein said translated data 
file is retained at a response repository outside of said firewall in response to said request. 

34. (original) A program storage device according to claim 33 wherein said translated data 
file is retained at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 

35. (original) A program storage device according lo claim 34 wherein said translated data 
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file is accessible from said response repository by any authorized requester. 

36. (original) A program storage device according to claim 35 wherein $aid translating stq> 
is undertaken at said response repository, 

37. (currently amended) A program storage device according to claim 36 wherein said 
translated datafile retained at said response repository may^beis further translated intoan 
alte rnative data format se lectab le from atleast one availa b le data format in said Hst of 
stored data format s, sa id alternative data forma t s elected by an authorized r caucstcrbaserf 
ii|Wtt-Yequests-from snid-ai rihoriyt'd reques ters. 

38. (currently amended) A program storage device according to claim 32 further including 
the steps of: 

receiving said request at a staging database within said firewall; 

determining based on said received request which of said stored data formats is to 
be used to pcrfonn said translating into said requested data R eformat: and 

using the results of said determination to retrieve the data file having the 
determined format from said repository. 

39. (original) A program storage device according to claim 38 further comprising the step 
of: 

providing said translated data file from said repository to said staging database. 

40. (original) A program storage device according to claim 39 wherein said access control 
system includes a response repository and wherein said translated data file is transferred 
from said staging database to said response repositoiy and retained at the response 
repository in response to said request. 
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4 i . (original) A program storage device according to claim 40 wherein said translated d;ita 
file is retained at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 

42. (original) A program storage device according to claim 41 wherein said translated data 
file is accessible from said rcspon.se repository by any authorized requester. 

43. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 further comprising the steps 
of: 

providing the requester with the status of the fulfillment of the request for the data 

file. 

44. (currently amended) A program storage device according to claim 23 further 
comprising (he stcp[s] of: 

pF&vidi-ng an indieatovof stefed-fetTftats- for the req ueste d data fi le;-aftd 
storing a requester's format preferences for the requested data file. 

45. (currently amended) An apparatus for providing access to data files stored in a data 
repository, suid apparatus comprising; 

an interface element for receiving a request for a data file from a rcquestersaid 
requ^st-spee i fyi iu; at Ica st^ne-dMfr^eraiat-; 

an accofig_iffiifi] c database sto ri ng a list of d at a formats: 

an access control logic coupled to said interface for determining if said requester is 
authorized to access said requested data file; 

a translation engine coupled to said access control logic for translating the 
requested data file from a stored data format into a requester-selected said reqtnfcrteddata 
format, sai d requeste r- selected dat a fo rmat selected from said list of data 
fonjjatsres|>3»^^ reeeivH^g- of sn-kt^eqtfe&t-frof n said requ esto r, if said stored 
for mat diff ers fHMtt-sm4?eqnes t e d forma t; and 
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a storage element coupled to said translation engine for making said translated data 
flic accessible to said requester if it is determined that said requester is authorized. 
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